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GASCOYNE IRRIGATION PIPELINE 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.11 am]: It gives me great 
pleasure to inform the house of my recent visit to Carnarvon, along with the Minister for Regional Development 
and the Minister for Water, to announce the Liberal-National government’s commitments to fund the Gascoyne 
irrigation pipeline. It certainly is a very exciting time for the Gascoyne, and it was a great pleasure to get up to 
Carnarvon again and talk to the local growers and businesses and feel the enthusiasm that is apparent up there at 
the moment. The $7.4 million allocation from the royalties for regions program will contribute to a $20 million 
capital works program to replace and upgrade the pipeline that provides irrigation across the entire 1 200-hectare 
Carnarvon horticulture precinct. It will allow for the development of 400 hectares of undeveloped land within the 
precinct, and, more importantly, it will also make the pipeline capable of servicing a 400-hectare expansion.  

Carnarvon already generates production of about $87 million a year. This development has the potential to raise 
that by another $68 million. Because the Gascoyne region has low rainfall and high evaporation rates, Carnarvon 
growers have always had to be very clever about using water efficiently. They produce about $7 000 worth of 
agricultural product for each megalitre of water, which is more than double the national average. This upgrade 
will ensure Carnarvon growers will be able to grow even more with even less water. They are already the best at 
doing this, but this upgrade will make them even better. The upgrade of the pipeline is just the first component of 
the government’s Gascoyne food bowl initiative. It is something that the people of Carnarvon have wanted for 
many years to help unlock the potential of the Gascoyne to be a major food-producing region for Western 
Australia. It is another fine example of how the royalties for regions program is providing development and jobs 
in regional Western Australia. 
 


